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Big Picture...

* Continued growth is expected in the nation, albeit slower
than average.

* Uncertainty around tariff policy, inflation, and interest
rates still exists, but has diminished.

* West Virginia is expected to shrink slightly; healthy growth
In some regions.

e Successes are too concentrated geographically and can be
masked in statewide figures.

* Natural-gas-related opportunities are crucial for future
prosperity.
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Understanding Our State...
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West Virginia Total Employment

West Virginia, Thousands United States, Millions
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Unemployment Rate
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tion by State (2024)
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All-Cause Mortality Rate, 2018-2022
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Drug Overdose Mortality Rate, 2023

Deaths per 100,000 Population, Age-adjusted
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Job Openings Rate

10 Job Openings as a share of Employment Plus Job Openings, %

West Virginia
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Real Gross Domestic Product Growth

_% Change Year Ago
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Real GDP Growth — Coal & Gas v. Other Sectors

Index, 2017 = 100
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Employment Growth Forecast

% Change, Annual
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Top 15 Growth Counties, 2015 - 2025

Top 15 growth counties added
20,545 jobs while balance of
state lost 26,036 jobs
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West Virginia Population Change by Age Group

Cumulative change, %
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Components of Population Change
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Natural Gas
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Annual Gas Production, West Virginia vs Other U.S. States
Index, 2008 = 100
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West Virginia Share of U.S. Annual Gas Production

Share of U.S. Gas Production (%)

West Virginia Share of Total U.S. Production
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Annual Gas Production, West Virginia vs Competitor States
Natural Gas Gross Withdrawals (MMcf)
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Annual Gas Production, West Virginia vs Competitor States
Index, 2008 = 100
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Natural Gas Employment in West Virginia

Number of Jobs
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Natural Gas Employment, West Virginia vs Competitor States

Total Number of Jobs (production plus support)
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Annual Pay by Industry, West Virginia, 2025
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West Virginia Natural Gas: Wells and Production per Well
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Production per Well, West Virginia vs Competitor States

Production per Well (thousands cubic feet/day)
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Economic Development in
Our State
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Breaking The Vicious Cycle...

* Lack of Industrial Diversification =

* Shock to Dominant Industry =

e Out-Migration =

* Lose Younger, Healthier, Better Educated/Trained =
* Drug Abuse 2

* Area is Now Less Attractive to New Development 2
* Conditions Worsen

* A New Spark?
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