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What happened to my pipeline and why?
Leaks, Damages and Other failures.

Gas Pipeline Safety

David Hancock,  2024

• §192.617 Investigation of failures and Incidents.

• (a) Post-failure and incident procedures. Each operator must 
establish and follow procedures for investigating and analyzing 
failures and incidents as defined in §191.3, including sending the 
failed pipe, component, or equipment for laboratory testing or 
examination, where appropriate, for the purpose of determining the 
causes and contributing factor(s) of the failure or incident and 
minimizing the possibility of a recurrence.

OUR STARTING POINT
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FAILURE

• Defined in ASME/ANSI B31.8S
• A general term used to imply that a part in service: has become 

completely inoperable, is still operable but is incapable of 
satisfactorily performing its intended function; or has deteriorated 
seriously, to the point that it has become unreliable or unsafe for 
continued use.

• In short, an event which threatens the function of the pipeline.

LEAK REPORTING



4/4/2024

3

Distribution National Average CY 2023

West Virginia
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GAS GATHERING 
NATIONAL AVERAGE 2013-2023

GAS GATHERING
WV AVERAGE 2013-2023
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EXCAVATION DAMAGE REPORTING
IN TRANSMISSION, GATHERING LINES 

and DISTRIBUTION LINES

PART Q – Gas Transmission Miles by 
MAOP Determination Method
Changes include how lines are 

reconfirmed and reported according to 
HCA/ MCA and Class location

CHANGES INCLUDE:

Operators of Gathering Lines have already seen the changes which 
include Type C and R lines
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TRANSMISSION AND GATHERING LINES PARTS M4 AND M5
DISTRIBUTION PART D

DISTRIBUTION PART D - EXCAVATION DAMAGE
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DAMAGE PREVENTION AND REPORTING OF EXCAVATION DAMAGES
Transmission and Gathering Lines

From Common Ground Alliance DIRT tool

In analyzing leaks and excavation damages along with 
the reporting of those numbers, an operator needs to 
understand that an investigation is taking place before 
the reporting of those numbers.  The accuracy of those 
numbers will continue to reflect upon not only the 
Operator for years, but upon the rest of the operators in 
our state.  Emphasis upon these numbers has increased 
in recent years and will most likely continue to increase in 
upcoming years.

MORE THAN JUST NUMBERS


