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GAS PIPELINE SAFETY STAFF

Three inspector vacancies
May need additional when new gathering rule 
becomes effective 

One secretary vacancy 



TYPE OF PIPELINE MILES

Year Hazardous 
Liquid(1)

Gas 
Transmission 
(Intrastate)

Regulated 
Gas 

Gathering 
(2)

Gas Distribution

Total
Mains Services

2021 142 212 317 11,054 2,289 14, 014
2020 142 212 328 11,031 2,322 14,035
2019 188 170 400 11,007 2,237 14,002
2018 151 168 399 10,961 2,282 13,974
2017 164 170 388 10,906 2,280 13,909

(1)  Includes both transmission and gathering  
(2)  Number may not represent all regulated gathering



Inspection Performance

Year Inspections Inspectors Inspection 
Days

2021 253 3FT, 3PT 710

2020 154 4 FT 525

2019 178 4 FT 516

2018 137 2 FT, 3PT 439

2017 120 4 FT, 2 PT 547



PSCWV – GAS PIPELINE SAFETY

• 2021
• 22.9% inspection days were construction
• 524 major construction reports  



RULEMAKING PROCESS



PHMSA RULEMAKING PROCESS 

• Advance Notice of Proposed Rulemaking (ANPRM) – PHMSA 
publishes intent and asks for public comment before an NPRM is 
published 

• Notice of Proposed Rulemaking (NPRM) – PHMSA publishes 
proposed rule language with a public comment period.

• Supplemental Notice of Proposed Rulemaking (SNPRM) – Issued 
if changes and further public comment is necessary.



PHMSA RULEMAKING PROCESS

• Final Rule (FR)
– Final rule text and implementation date is published along with responses to 

issues raised by public comment (preamble)
– Implementation date, 30 – 90 days depending on significance of regulation

• Direct Final Rule (DFR)
– Used for non-controversial issues

• Interim Final Rule – Final rules that deal with imminent safety issues or 
Congressional mandates that requires immediate changes. IFRs also provide the 
opportunity for public comment



PHMSA RULEMAKING PROCESS

• Other Federal Register Notices
• Advisory Bulletins 
• Information Collection and Other Notices
• Notifications such as Drug & Alcohol Testing rates
• Notices from other agencies such as TSA
• Announcing public meetings



NEW REGULATIONS



AMDT NO 191-29 AND 192-128

• Easing regulatory burdens for construction, 
maintenance and operation of gas system

• Voluntary compliance date of March 12, 2021

• Delayed compliances date of October 1, 2021



REPORTABLE INCIDENTS

§191.3 incident definition 
• PHMSA – property damage of $122,000 or more
• Telephonic report to NRC, courtesy to PSCWV

§150 CSR4, Section 9.6
• PSCWV – property damage of $50,000 or more
• Telephonic report only to PSCWV



MASTER METERS
LPG SYSTEM < 100 CUSTOMERS

• Not required to file annual report as per §191.11
• Removed DIMP requirements for master meters as per 

§192.1003
• Changed LPG DIMP requirements as per §192.1015

• Removed the requirements for mechanical fitting failure 
reports in §§191.12 and 192.1009



CORROSION 

• Remote rectifier readings

• Atmospheric monitoring of service lines 

• Record keeping 



PLASTIC PIPE

• Updated some incorporated by reference document in 
§192.7

• Added some PE standards to §192 Appendix B
• Updated PE design information in §192.121
• Added to §192 Subpart F regarding plastic pipe fusion 

and qualifications



TESTING

• Changed test requirements for certain pipeline 
segments

• Revised test factor in §192.619 



FARM TAPS

• Removed stay of enforcement for farm taps

• Regulations limited to regulated gathering or 
transmission pipelines

• Clarified requirements for farm taps for inspections or 
under DIMP



AMDT 191-30, 192-129

• Gas gathering line rule – issued November 2021

• Type C regulated gathering
• Large diameter >8 5/8” high pressure gas gathering 

lines
• Type R unregulated lines

• Reporting requirements only



GATHERING LINE DATES

• Effective May 16, 2022

• Type C lines identified by November 16, 2022

• Type C and Type R file annual reports due March 15, 2023
• Forms for Type R available at 

https://www.phmsa.dot.gov/forms/pipeline-compliance-
forms

https://www.phmsa.dot.gov/forms/pipeline-compliance-forms


PETITION

• GPA and API petitioned for reconsideration of rule

• April 1, 2022 – Denied request
• Type C exempt from SRCs
• Existing incidental gathering exempt from 10 mile rule
• Yield strength as outlined in §192.107(b)(2)



FINAL RULE – VALVE INSTALLATION & 
MINIMUM RUPTURE DETECTION STANDARDS

• As of 4/1/22 – Sent for Federal Register Publication
• Applicable to onshore gas transmission, Type A gas 

gathering, and hazardous liquid pipelines with 
diameters of 6 inches or greater 

• Requires installation of rupture mitigation valves (RMS) 
or alternative technology



FINAL RULE – VALVE INSTALLATION & 
MINIMUM RUPTURE DETECTION STANDARDS

• Requirements for rupture mitigation valve spacing, 
maintenance, inspection, and risk analysis

• Requires report to 911 immediately of a potential 
rupture (§§192.615 and 195.402)

• Twelve month effective date



FINAL RULE – VALVE INSTALLATION & 
MINIMUM RUPTURE DETECTION STANDARDS

• Requirements for class location change valve spacing 
(new §192.610) and valve installation (§195.260)

• Failure investigations and lessons learned (§§192.617 and 
195.402)

• Rupture mitigation valve installation (§§192.634 and 
195.418)

• Valve maintenance (§§192.745 and 195.420)
• IM considerations 



ADB 21-01

• Statutory Mandate To Update Inspection and 
Maintenance Plans To Address Eliminating Hazardous 
Leaks and Minimizing Releases of Natural Gas From 
Pipeline Facilities

• Issued 6-4-21



ADB 21-01

• Addresses Section 114 of 2020 PIPES Act
• Self executing section of statue
• Requires operator to review and implement O&M 

measures to reduce gas emissions by December 28, 
2021

• Includes natural gas and hazardous liquid lines
• Does not include propane lines



ADB 21-01

• Public Meeting in February 2022
• Performing inspections to determine if operators have 

addressed emission reduction in O&M manuals 
• PHMSA complete inspection by 12/28/22
• Only one inspection per manual

• Share manual with other operators 
• If already had inspection – let us know 



OTHER RULEMAKING 

• Safety of Gas Transmission Lines 

• Rin 2 of Megarule

• Potential publication in 2022



OTHER RULEMAKING

• Leak detection
• Section 113 of PIPES Act addresses leak detection and 

repair
• Results of Section 114 inspection may influence 



OTHER RULEMAKING

• Safety of Distribution pipelines
• Section 202, 203, 204, and 206 of Leonel Rondon Act

• Class Location Change Requirements 
• Idled pipelines

• PIPES Act of 2020 defined idled pipelines 

• Standards update



OTHER RULEMAKING

• Hazardous liquid repair criteria 
• USA definitions for hazardous liquid pipelines
• Spill Response Plans, Accident notification (Parts 194, 

195)
• https://www.phmsa.dot.gov/sites/phmsa.dot.gov/files/2022-

03/3.8.22%20PIPES%20Act%20Website%20Chart.pdf

https://www.phmsa.dot.gov/sites/phmsa.dot.gov/files/2022-03/3.8.22%20PIPES%20Act%20Website%20Chart.pdf




HOT TOPICS 

• Cybersecurity 
• Questions added to IA to address

• Underserved areas 

• Transmission – MCA and MAOP verification



HOT TOPICS

• Renewable Natural Gas (RNG) 
• Landfill, biogas

• Hydrogen 

• Drug and Alcohol – States may share inspections 



DAMAGE PREVENTION

• 2019 PHMSA review finally rated WV as adequate in 
damage prevention enforcement

• 2020 review was also adequate
• WVDPB for reporting violation of one call regulations

• Anyone can report persons violating one call laws at 
https://www.wvdpb.com/

https://www.wvdpb.com/


ONE CALL LAW

• Chapter 24C changed this year

• Removed language exempting state, county and 
municipalities 

• Allow one-call and damage prevention board to apply 
for federal grants



QUESTIONS?
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